
In The Know 

Holiday Travel 

Many of us have no other option but to 

travel during a holiday and/or when 

their children have scheduled time off 

from school.   

As many of you already know, not 

only the airline carriers, but hotels, 

cruise lines and other travel-related ne-

cessities jack up their prices during 

these time periods.   

So we must be smart and take advan-

tage of lower pricing if traveling dur-

ing the holidays and here’s how! 

Once again, the Internet can be a great 

resource to the holiday traveler.  Tracy 

Abbate of Contrino Travel, Inc. sug-

gests you visit the Department of Edu-

cation’s for NYC schools.  The website 

address is http://schools.nyc.gov/

Calendar/default.htm.  All you need to 

do is select the calendar year and a list 

will print with all the scheduled holi-

days.   

The same holds true for those who at-

tend parochial schools.  Given there 

are different calendars for primary and 

secondary schools, you will have to go 

to http://www.adnyeducation.org/ to 

find a particular’s school calendar. 

Tracy, while not condoning children 

miss a day’s curriculum, depending on 

your child’s ability to stay current with 

their school work, that parents consider   

allowing the child to miss a day at the 

beginning and/or end of the scheduled 

holiday time off in order to avoid pay-

ing steep airline prices.   

 

 

Things Just Ain’t the Same! 

Change is inevitable, especially when you’re in business of 

selling travel.  As written in our May issue, any number of 

events can affect travel, such as the devastation of an 

earthquake, the spread of disease, and a number of other 

examples.  Also affecting travel, one must deal with the many 

changes occurring within the airline industry.  That said, read 
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“…book your family 

cruise early in ad-

vance ...” 

Rail Travel as an Option 

Oftentimes rail travel is thought of 

something to do in Europe.  How 

about North America folks!   

Amtrak Vacations can be a viable op-

tion.  In addition, there are other repu-

table rail suppliers that do a Canadian 

Rockies itinerary that is sure to de-

light the traveler. 

 

Introducing Fetch! Pet Care 

For the discerning pet lover, Contrino 

Travel is happy to offer our clients a 

$25 gift certificate to Fetch! Pet Care 

when they book a travel package with 

Contrino Travel. 
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Another way to avoid high pricing is 

to book your family cruise early in 

advance.   

Cruise pricing is already available for 

the 2011 year, as well as the begin-

ning of 2012.  So, if you are planning 

to cruise during Presidents’ week in 

2012, it is wise to secure your pricing 

now! 

As the title of this newsletter suggests, 

“things just ain’t the same”.  This also 

pertains to travelers having the notion 

to wait until a week or two before the 

time they want to travel/vacation, 

thinking there are bargains to be had.  

While this might be true on occasion, 

it typically does not hold true any-

more.  Reason being, most travelers 

want non-stop flights and these are 

not only the first to fill up, they are 

priced higher than if one would be 

willing to connect.   

Cruising works this same way also.  

Recently clients of Contrino Travel 

thought they would wait to see if the 

prices dropped by waiting until a 

month before the sail date they 

wanted.  When I went to check back, 

the cruise was entirely sold out. 

When you work with a travel advisor, 

depending on the supplier, the advisor 

can let you know which cruise lines or  

advise that by purchasing the sup-

plier’s travel insurance, they would 

have price protection, should the fares 

drop.  
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